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Phonetic variation of /r/ in a language contact context:

The case of South-Tyrolean Italian

SOUTH-TYROLEAN ITALIAN: AN OVERVIEW

-South-Tyrolean Italian (STI-i)
- North-Eastern variety of Italian
-Relicts of Italo-Romance dialects ?!
-Influence of Venetian dialects (in the twenties)

Canepari "
Mioni 89!

Canepari ", Tonelli '3
- Italian of German (dialects) native speakers (STI-d) 3% Mioni ©:°
-Interference from German and German dialects ['”
-Interaction with STI-i

-SLA semplification features

METHODOLOGY AND DATA

Speaker Age| Gender | Education MNative language Back-r| Early L.E. | Primary Schoaol

- - - - N.
Da ta e ' ICi tat' on REG‘OI' dll'lg 1 Mms 33 M College German dialect + German
- 2 AP 35 F College German dialect - German
eq"lp ment 3 VG 25 F High school G:ﬂnan diaI:t + German
7)) 4 HS 38 F High school German dialect German
. 5 uu 26 F High school German dialect + German
435 tokens Behringer B-1 % 7| W [36| W | ohschoot | comamaimect | + Garvaan
33 target words Marantz PMD660 ¢ || 5 (5| ¢ | cotess atian | e
11 in a word list Sampling 22kHz Q& |10 om [33]| F l:ullu-g: ltali:: - + German
22 in a sentence list ﬂl'gita"'zatian 16bit m 11 MP 32 F High school | Italian/German dialect - + German

/r/ VARIANTS
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STIi-d German & Tyrolean dialects (Bozen)
[EREF] [rR] Tonelli 13, Mioni "%

[ER] [rrx] Klein/Schmitt ®

STI-i Southern Venetian dialect

[rr] [trl] Romano "2

[r]

Standard Italian
[rrrr] Canepari™

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF /r/

Are previous descriptions empirically consistent? Q1
Is variation related to linguistic factors? Q2

Is variation related to extra-linguistic factors? Q3

RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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LINGUISTIC LEVEL
= | e Multiple correspondence analysis
o gt I e it Exploratory statistics aiming at a synthetic representation of our sample
bl | S| et o2s6 Variables: context, stress, type Trill * German
e 1,692 1,372 1,532 Tap
varisnce | %V T TWOH Variants are grouped in four main clusters according to manner of articulation Approximant
(taps, approximants, trills, fricative-deletion): Fricative
Group 1: taps are profotypical realizations linked to onset and stressed syllabic contexts « center — Deletion
Group 2: approximants occur between vowels in unstressed syllables
Group 3: fricatives and deletions are more marginal members and are likely to be found in coda positions Sttt T
Group 4: alveolar trills are in a peripheral position and associated to VR.RV context only
Q2
EXTRA - LINGUISTIC LEVEL
- i e [ Multiple correspondence analysis ©
i el sest i [ al Variables: context, stress, type, back R (L1)
_ Stress 0,521 0,000 0,261
T ::R:: et I Iy Variants are grouped in two main clusters according to place of articulation
N el sl ey (dimension 2) and to context - stress (dimension 1)
l — ——— Variance s B (il Group 1: front alveolar rothics are in the upper half-plane and are linked to the absence of back uvular
oy variants in the native language
1. Group 2: back uvular rothics are in lower half-plane and are linked to the presence of back uvular
112 variants in the native language
Q3
FINDINGS
: Q1
a) previous descriptions seem to be partly consistent
b) more /r/-variants are likely to be found in STI Q3

Q2

",- i & - Fowurst

Wk o b wurkl - wilrst
- g | - wigt - 'II"T

» wildd = wurd

A wunit = wurd
4 E:’%E’:Li (coda and coda + word boundary)
- wilrt & Suwlwurth
| - wikt
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